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greenbacks, every one that came into bis bands.
Tbis law was passed .... to prevent tbe
furtber destruction of greenbacks; and it
furtber provides tbat be should pay tbeni out
and keep tbem in circulation. Tbis amendment
does not cbange existing law. Wby keep on
boarding tbem? "Wby keep tbem tbere to re-
deem fractional currency wben tbere is no
necessity, wben you bave plenty of fractional
silver currency to redeem tbem? It is a mere
trick of tbe Secretary to avoid tbe plain object
of tbe law and to circumvent public sentiment.

"Now, tbe policy of tbe gentleman from Obio
[Mr. G-arfield] is tbis: to issue bonds to get
money to pay the arrearages of pensions, while
ours is to issue tbe idle greenbacks now in tbe
Treasury and save to tbe people tbis enormous
and unnecessary increase of tbe public debt. "10S

On May 8, 1879, Weaver interposed remarks
in a debate upon a free coinage bill. Congress-
man H. GK Fisher of Pennsylvania, a hard-
money advocate, opposed the measure upon the
usual grounds that gold would be driven out of
circulation and tbe country would bave only
silver. He referred sarcastically to a bill intro-
duced "by a Gkeenbacker, Mr. Gilbert De La
Matyr of Indiana, asking for $1,000,000,000,
saying that he wanted the same amount for a
few constituents "for the laudable purpose of
constructing a narrow-gauge air-line railway to